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willing to become directors. As they have little to do except
draw their salaries, there is not much difficulty in finding
the necessary 'dummies.' The danger is that these men are
likely to work in the interests of those that pay them, even if
those interests are sometimes in conflict with the welfare of
the colony. This was clearly shown when the embargo was
placed on the export of various minerals to Japa.n. Many
influential business men in Noumea were receiving subsidies
from the Japanese, as directors of Japanese controlled mining
companies in the colony. These naturally fought very hard
for a continuance of trade with Japan, because their subsidy
would be stopped immediately production in the Japanese
mines finished.
If the companies concerned had been straight-out. Japanese
companies there would have been no further argument about
the matter, but as it, was, the man-in-the-street had the
impression that the embargo was affecting purely New
Caledonian companies.
On the way back from Fantoche we passed what was once
the greatest cobalt mine in existence, and M. Calimbre in-
formed me that until huge discoveries of cobalt were made
in America, cobalt was the chief mineral export from New
Caledonia. The nickel-smelting works at Noumea, in fact,
were originally erected for processing cobalt.
On arrival back at Pouembout that evening was celebrated
with another huge feast, at the expense of a deer which Emile
had shot on the mainland. To wind up the day, M. Calimbre
told me of the only occasion that the Grand Reef of New
Caledonia had ever given back a ship once it had laid its
clutching hands on it.
The Dunfreyshire was a British 3-masted barque of 2,000
tons and was on her way to load chrome at Tiebaghi when
she ran aground in the Poum pass, in the north of the-island.
Creaking and groaning in every timber, she was wedged -
tightly on the reef, and seemed likely to heel over com-
pletely any minute. Hauling down all but a few topsails,
officers and crew abandoned ship, and set out to row to
Noumea 250 miles away. They hadn't travelled very far

